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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES

20. “Factors In Developing a Dynamic Faith!”
Scripture: Hebrews 11:23 – 40.

Theme:  “Developing a dynamic faith includes desire, decision, daring and dependence on God.”
Introduction

The issue confronting the writer to the Hebrews was the Hebrew Christian’s lack of confident faith in Jesus Christ, Son of God, the true High Priest and sacrificial lamb of God. In this eleventh chapter, the writer confronts his readers to fully understand what a dynamic faith looks likes. With that purpose in mind, he draws from Israel’s history and refers to their nation’s heroes and heroines of faith and courage. He challenges these first century Christians to live by that same faith. It is not merely a belief in God, but a faith that believes God and acts confidently on that belief.
Hebrews 11:1 – 22 focused on defining true faith and then described how it was lived out by Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. These heroes of faith had lived with a forward-looking confidence that God was sovereign and was leading them to a better homeland that He would yet fulfill even beyond Palestine. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had ample time to settle down in the land promised to them, yet their faith in God’s promises continued to stir a greater hope “looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.” (Heb. 11:10).
In Hebrews 11:22, the writer brings the patriarchal history to Joseph, who stated his confidence in God’s promises by prophesying to his people that “God will come for you and bring you back to the land He swore to Abraham,” … then he said, “When God comes, take my bones back with you.” Faith does not know all the details, but it knows that God honors His promises. The mention of Exodus, in vs. 22, provides the author with a transition to the next series of major characters whose faith resulted in actions, beginning with Moses.
With this next list of examples of faith, the author illustrates by recounting their stories, three necessary ingredients needed to develop a dynamic faith in God. In the history of each character:
· They decided to believe God
· They dared to take a risk for God
· They depended on the character of God

These are the same ingredients needed today if we expect to live out a dynamic faith in God.

I. Decide to Believe God. Heb 11:23 – 28

1. What role did Moses’ parents play in shaping his faith? (11:23 – 24).
2. What difficult decision did Moses make based on his faith? (11:25).
· How does Stephen explain what Moses actually believed regarding his faith in God?  (Acts 7:25; John 5:45 – 47).

3. What bold statement does the author make in 11:26 about the object of Moses’ faith? (Heb 1:1 – 3).

4. What “secret” enabled Moses to persevere through rough times? (11:27).
5. How was the first Passover an example of believing God (not just believing in God)? (11:28).
II. Dare to Risk. Heb 11:29 – 31.
1. In what way was Moses’ faith risky? (11:29).
2. How does the story of Joshua’s attack on Jericho show that faith must also trust’s God’s strategy to penetrate tough defenses? (11:30).

· How can this story encourage you when you face seemingly impenetrable walls?
· What are some “unusual” instructions that God used to break down ‘walls in the past?’ (Mt. 5:1 – 10; 38 – 42; Eph. 5:25 – 29; Phil. 4:11 – 13; Lu. 9:23 – 24).
3. How can daring faith change a person’s past, as well as, future? 
(11:31; Ja. 2:25; Mt. 1:3 – 6).

· How has your faith in God changed your life?

III. Depend On The Character Of God.  Heb 11:32 – 40)

In this section, the writer to the Hebrews proceeds to touch on a wide range of incidents down through the centuries of Israel’s history. These heroes of faith extend from Israel’s entry into the Promised Land through the times of the kingdom, the exile and return, and the then-recent period of the Maccabean Revolt, a period between the Old and New Testaments. 
1. What further heroes of faith are mentioned? (11:32)
· What is it about the character or lifestyle each of these listed that could make you wonder why are they included?

· What lessons does the inclusion of this list teach you about the God of our faith?

2. What are some of the mighty victories of those who walked by a living faith in God? (11:33 – 35).

3. How are verses 35 – 38 a stark contrast to verses 32 – 34?

· What terrible sufferings were borne by those even with deep faith in God?            (35b – 38).
· Why do you suppose the sufferings endured are considered achievements of faith as well as the obvious victories won?

· Why do you suppose the writer includes this concluding list?

4. According to verses 38 – 39, what three things were true of all these victorious and suffering heroes of faith who lived before the coming of Christ?

· What do you think takes greater faith: facing a risky challenge? or walking through a difficulty? Why?

Application
Could your name be add ed to the bible’s gallery of faith? Why or why not?
